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Introduction

Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) is a Canadian federal organization that
was tasked with administering foreign aid programs in developing countries. We chose this
organization because its core objective has been to reduce poverty, promote human rights,
and most importantly support sustainable development. At the same time, we are also
international students studying and living in Canada. CIDA has made a significant impact
and strides in delivering services to the children at the international levels. It is an
organization to be applauded for the remarkable progress it has made in the field. CIDA
made efforts to get more children to school especially in developing countries. Additionally, it
was primarily involved in the provision of effective lifesaving interventions that led to a
significant decline in child mortality globally. Canadian International Development Agency
(CIDA) is an organization that has shown dedication and goodwill to help the children in the
developing world. The organization has also single-handedly been able to address various
health gaps in the African health system by offering finance as well as supporting various
national strategies to address these gaps. CIDA has, without doubt, made tremendous
contributions to supporting the wellbeing of families and children in the world.

History

The Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) is an organization that was
founded in 1968 under the leadership of Lester B. Pearson, who was by then the Prime
Minister of Canada. This federal government agency was tasked with the administration of
most of Canada’s official co-operation programs majorly in the countries that were
undergoing transition and the developing countries. During its formation, CIDA was under
the Department of Foreign Affairs, Trade, and Development. CIDA’s mission is “Lead
Canada’s international efforts to help people living in poverty. The organization has the
objective of making sure that Canada’s aid was the most focused and accountable to
enhance the effectiveness of the provided assistance. The priorities set were also to
increase food security, stimulating economic growth that was sustainable and securing the
future of youth and children.

CIDA’s mission statement is:

CIDA supports sustainable development activities in order to reduce poverty and to
contribute to a more secure, equitable and prosperous world. Development is a complex,
long-term process that involves all of the world's people, governments and organizations at
all levels. Working with partners in the private and public sectors in Canada and in
developing countries, and with international organizations and agencies, we support foreign
aid projects in more than 100 of the poorest countries of the world. The objective: to work
with developing countries and countries in transition to develop the tools to eventually meet
their own needs (Canadian International Development Agency).

In 2013, CIDA was later merged with the Department of Foreign Affairs under the leadership
of Prime Minister Stephen Harper.

Governance
Framework:
As of 2006, the agency had 2336 classified positions and approximately 1700 full-time
employees. Minister of International cooperation includes president’'s office, executive
vice-president’s office. Under these are senior vice-president’s office and Canada Corps. It



has Africa branch, America branch, Asia branch, Canadian Partnership branch, Human
Resources and Corporate services branch, Policy branch, Multilateral programs branch,
Europe, Middle East and Maghreb branch, Information Management and Technology
branch, communications branch, and Performance and Knowledge Management branch.

The Canadian government ran the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA)
under the Department of Foreign Affairs, Trade, and Development. CIDA also had a variety
of partners who assisted in the delivery of similar programs. Some of the projected handled
by CIDA was through government-to-government agreements while others were managed
and supported by Canadian Partners. CIDA also partnered with the World Bank, UNICEF,
World Bank, and African Development Bank, among other international organizations to
push the humanitarian agendas successfully.

Funding

The Canadian Government Development Agency (CIDA) supports environmental prosperity
to reduce poverty and ensure Canada's role in a safe and prosperous environment. The
Organization promotes the sustainable development of the Canadian Government in the
world. The mission of CIDA is, explicitly,' to promote Canadian principles of global civicity,
equity and environmental sustainability and Canadian stability, prosperity and governance
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